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show that all discoveries and captures were to
be made in her sole name. Seventeen days of
appalling dangers saw them through the Straits,
where icy squalls came rushing down from every
quarter of the baffling channels. But the Pacific
was still worse. For no less than fifty-two con-
secutive days a furious gale kept driving them
about like so many bits of driftwood. 'The like
of it no traveller hath felt, neither hath there
ever been such a tempest since Noah's flood.*
The little English vessels fought for their very
lives in that devouring hell of waters, the loneliest
and most stupendous in the world. The Marigold
went down with all hands, and Parson Fletcher,
who heard their dying call, thought it was a judg-
ment. At last the gale abated near Cape Horn,
where Drake landed with a compass, while Par-
son Fletcher set up a stone engraved with the
Queen's name and the date of the discovery.

Deceived by the false trend of the coast shown
on the Spanish charts Drake went a long way
northwest from Cape Horn. Then he struck in
northeast and picked up the Chilean Islands.
It was December, 1578; but not a word of warn-
ing had reached the Spanish Pacific when Drake
stood in to Valparaiso. Seeing a sail, the crew